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 (3) Radio comm u n icat ions.  VHF-FM radios, operatin g in th e 
FCC au thor ized Mar itime Band,  have been  in st a lled  a t a ll 
op erat ional locks (except  th ose  on  t he  Ken tu cky River and 
Lock 3, Green  River ). Rad io con tact  may be made by a ny 
vessel desir in g pa ssage.  Commercia l tows ar e especia lly 
r equ ested to make con tact  a t  least  on e ha lf hou r  before  
ar r ival in  order  t hat  th e p ilot may be in formed of cur r ent  
r iver and tr affic condition s t hat  ma y affect th e safe  pas sage 
of h is t ow.  All lock s mon itor  156.8 MHz (Ch . 16) and 156.65 
MHz (Ch . 13 ) and  ca n work 156.65 MHz (Ch. 1 3) a nd 156.7 
MHz (Ch . 14 ) Ch . 16 is th e  au thor ized  call , r ep ly and d ist ress 
fr equ ency, and lock s ar e n ot perm itt ed to work  on t h is 
fr equ ency except in  an  emergency in volving th e r isk of 
immed iat e loss of life  or p roper ty. Vessels may call and work  
Ch.  13, with out  switch ing, bu t a re  cau tion ed  th at vessel to 
lock t r affic mu st n ot int er rupt or  delay Br idge to Br idge 
tr affic which h as pr ior ity a t a ll  t imes. 

 
(k) Rafts.  

Rafts to be  locked t hrough  sh all be  moored  in  su ch manner  a s not 
to obs tru ct  th e en tr an ce of the  lock , and if to be  locked in section s, 
sh all  be  brough t to th e lock  as d ir ect ed  by th e lockmaster . Aft er  
pass in g th e lock  th e section s sh all be  r ea ssembled  a t su ch  
distan ce beyond  th e lock  as n ot  to in ter fer e wit h oth er  vessels. 

 
(l) Ent ran ce to an d exit  from lock s. I n ca se  t wo or  more  boats or  

tows ar e  to en ter  for  th e same lock age, t heir order  of en t ry 
sh all  be det erm in ed by th e  lockmaster . Excep t as d ir ected  by 
th e lockmaster , no boat sh all p ass anot her  in  t he  lock. I n  no 
case will  boat s be  perm itted to en ter or leave th e  locks u n til 
dir ected to do so by th e lockmaster.  Th e s ides of a ll cr aft  
passin g th rough  any lock  sh all  be  fr ee from  p rojection s of any 
kind which m ight  in ju re t he  lock walls. All vessels sh all be  
provided wit h su itable fend er s, and sha ll  be u sed to protect  
th e lock  and gu id e walls u n til it  has  clear ed th e lock  and 
guide walls . 

 
(m ) Moorin g 

(1 ) At lock s. 
(i)  All vessels when  in t he  lock s sh all be moored as d ir ect ed  

by th e lockmaster .  Vessels  sh all  be moored with  bow 
a nd  stern lin es leading in  opposite  dir ect ions t o p reven t 
t h e vessel from  “running” in  th e  lock. All vessels will 
h ave one add ition al lin e availab le on  th e head of th e tow 
for  emergency use . The pilothou se sha ll be a t tend ed by 
qua lified  per s onnel du r in g th e en tir e  locking procedu re. 
When th e vessel is s ecu rely moored, the  pilot sh all n ot  
ca us e movemen t of th e propeller s except  in  emergency 
or  u n less dir ected by t he  lockmast er . Tying to lock  
ladd er s is st r ictly proh ibited. 

(i i)  Moor ing of u n attended or  n on-propelled  vessels  or  small 
cr aft  a t  th e upper  or  lower  ch annel a pproaches will n ot  
be  p erm it ted  with in  1200 feet of th e  lock . 

(2) Ou tside  of lock s.  
(i)  No ves sel or  oth er  cr aft  sh all r egular ly or  permanen tly 

moor  in any r each  of a n avigat ion  channel. Th e 
approximate  cen ter line  of su ch  ch annels a re  marked as  
t he  sa ilin g lin e on  Corps of Engin eer s' navigation  ch ar ts. 
Nor  sh all  any floatin g cr aft , except in  an  emergency, 
moor  in any n ar row or  h azardou s sect ion of th e 
waterway. Fu r th ermore, a ll vessels or oth er cr a ft ar e 
p roh ib ited from  regular ly or  permanen tly moor ing in 
any section  of n aviga ble  wa terways which  ar e congested 
wit h  commercia l facilit ies or  tr a ffic u n less i t  is moored 
a t  facilit ies approved  by th e Secreta ry of th e Army or  h is 
au t hor ized r epresen ta tive . The lim its of th e congested 
ar eas sh all be  marked on  Corps  of Engin eer s' n aviga tion  
ch ar ts.  However , th e Distr ict  Engineer may a ut hor ize in 
wr it in g except ion s to any of t he  above if, in  h is 
judgmen t, su ch  moor ing wou ld not adver sely affect 
n avigation  and an chorage. 

(i i)  No vessel or  oth er  cr aft  sh all be  moored  to ra ilroad 
t r acks, to r iverbank s in  th e  vicin ity of r a ilr oad tr ack s 
when  su ch  moor ing th r eaten s th e  safe ty of equ ipmen t 
u sin g such  tr ack s, to te lephone poles or  power  poles, or  
t o br idges or  s im ilar  stru ctu res u sed by t he  public. 

(i ii)  Except in  case of gr eat  emergency, no vess el or  cr aft  
sh all a nchor  over  r evet ted  banks of th e r iver , and no 
float in g plan t ot her  th an  laun ches and s im ilar  small 
cr aft  s ha ll land aga in st bank s protected by revetmen t 
excep t a t  regu lar  commercia l landings . In  a ll cases, 
every p recau tion  to avoid d amage to th e  r evetmen t 
work s sh all be  exercised. The con stru ction  of log r afts 
a long mat tr essed or  paved bank s or  th e tying up  and 
landing of log ra ft s against  such bank s sh all be  
p er formed in  s uch  a  manner  as t o cau se  no damage to 
t he  matt r ess work  or  b ank paving. Generally, matt r ess 
work  extends  ou t int o t he  r iver  600 feet from  t he  low 
water  lin e. 

(iv)  Any vessel u tiliz in g a  federally const ructed moor ing 
facili ty (e.g., ce lls, buoys, a nchor  r in gs) a t  th e poin ts 
d esign ated on  th e  cur r en t is sue of th e  Corp s' n avigat ion 
ch ar ts sh all  advise th e  lockmast er  a t  th e n earest lock  
from  t h at poin t b y the  mos t exp ed itiou s mean s. 

 
(n ) Draft of vessels.  

No vessel sh all a t temp t to en ter  a  lock  un less i ts d r aft  is a t  least 
th r ee in ch es less  th an  th e lea st depth  of water  over  th e gu ard 
sil ls,  or  over  th e gate sil ls if ther e  be n o gua rd  sil ls. In formation  
con cern ing con trolling d ept h  over  sil ls can  be ob ta in ed from  th e 

lockmaster  a t each  lock or  by in qu iry a t th e  office of th e d istr ict  
engin eer  of t he  distr ict  in  wh ich t h e lock  is locat ed.  

 
(o) Han dlin g m achinery .  

No on e bu t employees of the  Un ited St a tes sh all  move any lock 
ma chinery except a s directed by th e  lockmaster . Tamper ing or  
medd ling wit h the  mach in ery or ot her  par t s of th e lock is str ictly 
forbidden. 

 
(p ) Refu se in lock s.  

Pla cing or  d isch arging r efu se of any descr iption  int o t he  lock, on  
lock  walls or  esplan ade, can al or  can al ba nk  is proh ibited. 

 
(q) Dam age to locks or ot her work.  

To avoid dama ge to plan t and st ru ctu res connected wit h the  
con stru ction  or  r epair  of locks  and  dams, vessels pa ssin g 
stru ctu res in the  process  of con stru ction  or  r epair  sh all  r educe 
th eir  speed and n avigate  with  sp ecia l cau tion  wh ile  in t he vicin ity 
of su ch work . The r est r iction s and admon it ions  con tained in  th ese  
r egu lat ions sh all not affect t h e liabili ty of t he  owner s and  
operator s of floatin g cr a ft  for  any damage to lock s or  oth er 
stru ctu res cau sed by th e  op erat ion of such  cr aft . 

 
(r ) Tres pass of lock  property.  

Tres pass on locks or  dams or  oth er  U.S. proper t y per t a in ing to th e  
lock s or  dams is str ictly p roh ibited except  in  th ose ar eas 
specifically perm it ted . Par ties committ in g any in ju ry to th e lock s 
or  da ms or  to any par t th er eof will  be respon sible t herefor .  Any 
per son  commit tin g a  willfu l inju ry t o a ny U.S. p roper ty will be  
prosecu ted. No fish ing will be  perm itted from  lock walls, gu ide 
walls,  or  gu ard walls of any lock  or  from  any dam , excep t in ar eas 
des ign ated and post ed by th e r espons ible Dist r ict Engin eer  as 
fish ing ar ea s. Per sonnel from commercia l and recrea tion al cr aft  
will  be a llowed  on  th e lock  stru ctu re for  legitimate bu sin es s 
r eason s; e.g., cr ew ch anges , emergency phone ca lls , et c. 

 
(s) Rest ricted areas at lock s an d d am s.  

All wat er s immediate ly above a nd  below each d am , as posted by 
th e r espective  Distr ict Engin eer s, ar e  hereby d esign ated  as 
r estr icted ar eas. No vessel or  oth er floa tin g cr aft  sh all en t er  any 
such  r estr ict ed area  a t  any time. The lim its of th e r estr icted a reas 
a t each dam  will  be  determ ined by t he  r es pon sible  Distr ict  
Engineer and  market by sign s and /or  flash ing r ed ligh ts  in sta lled 
in  con sp icuou s and appropr ia te p laces. 

 
(t ) [Reserved] 
 
(u ) Operation s d urin g high water an d floods in designa ted  vulnerable 

areas.  




